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editor’s note 
Welcome to the 34th edition of WANDER to WONDER  

This edition of Wander to Wonder focuses on the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France.  
 
Until next edition, with another theme,  

Martina 

MARTINA NICOLLS 
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map – paris  
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map – 7th arrondissement 
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location 
 
The Eiffel Tower is a 324-metre-high, wrought-iron lattice construction located in Paris, 
at the northwestern end of the Champ-de-Mars Park along the Seine River in the 7th 
arrondissement. Its official address is 5 Avenue Anatole-France.  
 
Its height – equivalent to an 81 storey building – and iconic design and shape make it 
easily recognizable and visible from almost everywhere in the city of Paris. 
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cycling route 
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eiffel tower 
 
Built by Gustave Eiffel and collaborators for the Paris world exposition of 1889, it was 
originally named "the 300-metre Tower." This monument has become the symbol of the 
French capital, and a prominent tourist site.  
 
Before the fire on 15 April 2019, the Notre-Dame de Paris Cathedral was the most visited 
site in Paris – a free attraction. The Eiffel Tower is a fee-paying tourist site, and the 3rd 
most visited site in Paris (after the fee-paying Louvre). The Eiffel Tower remains the 
most visited paying monument in the world.  
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architect eiffel 
 
Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (1832-1923), a civil engineer, started his career building 
bridges. He is best known though for the Eiffel Tower and his contribution to the 
construction of the Statue of Liberty in New York. Born in Dijon, France, into the 
Bonickhausen family from Germany, his parents changed their surname to Eiffel, in 
reference to the Eifel mountains. Gustave Eiffel studied in Paris.  
 
Maurice Koechlin and Emile Nouguier designed the Tower, and the land contract was 
signed on 8 January 1887. Construction commenced on 28 January 1887 and finished in 
March 1889. The Eiffel Tower is the tallest structure in Paris, at 324 metres (1,063 feet). 
Its base is 125 metres (410 feet) on each side. It has 3 levels – viewing platforms – for 
visitors. There are restaurants on the first and second levels. The third (top) level is the 
highest observation deck in Europe at 276 metres (906 feet) above ground. 
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the author: Martina Nicolls 
I am an author and humanitarian aid consultant with over 30 years’ experience in the 
management, implementation, and evaluation of international aid development projects, 
particularly in post-conflict environments and countries with transitional governments, 
such as Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Darfur, Afghanistan, Kashmir, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Georgia, Kosovo, Rwanda, and Sri Lanka, and also Mauritius, 
Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia – and others. I provide 
technical advice on areas such as peace-building and conflict mitigation, education, 
poverty reduction, human rights, child labour, data quality and financing models.  

But mostly I am a wanderer. Wherever I am and wherever I go, I take photographs and I 
write. My books include:  

Similar but Different in the Animal 
Kingdom (2017) 
A Mongolian Lament (2015)  
The Komodo Verses (2012)  

Liberia’s Deadest Ends (2012)  
Bardot’s Comet (2011) 
Kashmir on a Knife-Edge (2010)  
The Sudan Curse (2009)  

 
MARTINA NICOLLS  
martina@iimetro.com.au 
martina.nicolls@yahoo.com 
http://www.martinanicolls.net 
http://martinasblogs.blogspot.com  
https://www.facebook.com/Martina-Nicolls-მარტინა-ნიკოლსი-
1450496988529988/timeline/  
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